Papillary thyroid carcinoma metastasis to the parapharyngeal space.
Thyroid papillary carcinoma presenting as a pharyngeal mass is a rare clinical occurrence and has only been reported sporadically. We present here two patients who had papillary carcinoma metastasis of the thyroid gland to the parapharyngeal space. Each patient had a different clinical progress. Upward lymphatic spread of the tumor to involve the parapharyngeal space via the lateral retropharyngeal nodes was indicated. This pattern of spread is in keeping with Rouviere's description of a direct lymphatic pathway from the thyroid gland to the retropharyngeal nodes and parapharyngeal space.